The research project The Sources of International Law pertains to how international law is made today, i.e. by which processes its rules (provided they are rules) become rules of international law (provided it is law), and thereby acquire legal validity. Sources are a central question in international law, both in practice and theory. Not only is it important for practitioners to be able to identify valid international legal norms and hence the specific duties that stem from international law, but also the topic has great theoretical significance. Clarifying it helps understanding the nature of international law itself, i.e. the legality of international law. Furthermore, accounting for the sources of international law means explaining some of the origins of its normativity, as well as discussing potential justifications for its authority and the exclusionary "reasons to obey" which it places on its subjects, and hence its legitimacy.
